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CORRESPONDENCE. 
WATSON REFUTED. 
LETTER I. 


My Lorp—Your second letter begins with some nice distinctions be- 
tween authenticity and genuiness. The whole reasoning seems to 
amount to this, that a book may be authentic, although not genuine, 
and vice versa. ‘To this proposition we are no strangers; but piety 
makes your Lordship forget some other considerations. When the 
proofs of authenticity depend in a great measure upon the genuiness of 
a ‘book, then the authenticity falls to the ground the moment we prove 
it spurious. ‘Thus the Jews strenuously maintained, that the Penta- 
teuch had been written by an inspired man at a particular time. But if 
Moses is shewn not to have written these books, I trust you will not de- 
clare them authentic, without other very solid proofs. When a whole 
nation is proved to be mistaken respecting the author of a work, we 
ought not hastily to credit their legends. Moreover, logic teaches us, 
that in proportion as events are incredible, they require a stronger testi- 
mony to prove that they have actually taken place. A battle may have 
been fought, a city may have been destroyed, but miracles being against 
the order of nature, no testimony can be strong cnough to prove them ; 
we must again appeal to faith. It is so much easier for men to be de- 
ceived or imposed upon, or for persons designedly to mislead their credu- 
lous followers, that unless it were more miraculous that a man should be 
mistaken, than that the miracle happened, we ought not to give credit to 
such fables. If we drop this rule of logic, we shall readily believe prodi- 
gies of all sorts, whether wrought by Moses, Jesus Christ, Mahomet, St. 
Antony of Padua, or any modern wonder-workers, witches, magicians, 
astrologers, or magnetisers. Mr. Paine no where asserts, that because 
a book is not genuine, it must be false; but certainly he might assert this 
of the Bible. You say, that if the works of Titus Livius had been as- 
cribed to another, they would nevertheless be true ; how would you as- 
certain it? If the wkole Roman nation supposed them to have been 
written by a particular author at a certain time, and should we be ena- 
bled to point out many passages evidently written in a posterior age, 
would you, without any other proofs, join in the assent to the authentici- 
ty of the history, upon a traditidn so vague, and already proved false in 
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so material a point? Although I am no Bishop, I would only imagine, 
that as to probable events contained in such spurious books, there might 
have been some grounds for them; but I would receive them with great 
caution ; and, at any rate, never would I establish a system of history, 
much less of religion, upon the productions of an ignorant people: in all 
cases, events related against the order of nature are to be considered as 
the reveries of dark ages. 

To elucidate your principles, you mention Anson’s voyage, written by 

* Robins, under the name of Walter, to prove that a spurious work may 
contain a true history ; but, my Lord, do you forget, that this was written 
at a time when the whole nation knew that Lord Anson had made such 
a voyage, and every man in his fleet could testify the particulars of it? 
But if our posterity, four or five centuries hence, should discover a book 
purporting to be written by a Mr. Walters, detailing the voyage of Ad- 
miral Anson, and if in that book they should meet a passage speaking 
of the late revolution in France, or of the author’s death and burial, 
would not that strike at the authenticity of the whole? Would any part 
be believed that was not corroborated by the evidence of respectable 
contemporary authors? All that could be inferred would be from the 
nature of the events related, such as the accurate description of countries, 
and such other particulars as marked either the period of the observa- 
tions, or their truth: in the first case, they might suspect the work to be 
interpolated ; in the second, they would value it only for the accuracy of 
information. 

It is different with scientifical and historical works: a spurious book 
of science may contain truths, they stand for themselves; they are the 
same at all times and places. Not so in history: the truth here depends 
on the universal consent of nations, on the testimony of authors of credi- 
bility confronted with each other, and in all cases relating things proba- 
ble. When we read in a Chinese history, that the goddess Amida peo- 
pled the world by bearing male children from under one arm, and fe- 
males under another, or, in the Mahomedan writers, that the trees spoke 
to the founder of that sect, would a man credit any circumstance, how- 
ever probable, related in such histories, without the strongest collateral 
proofs? And should we further discover, that these histories detailed 
events prosterior to their author’s death, would not this make the whole 
still more impropable? Your remark upon this subject is singular: you 
say, that if Joshua, Samuel, or Moses, declared themselves the authors 
of the works ascribed to them, then to prove these books spurious would 
at once destroy their genuineness and authenticity. I would reason thus: 

Moses does not say, that he was the author of the Pentateuch ; why then 

do we believe that he wrote it?) You would, no doubt, answer, that the 
tradition of the Jews proclaim such. I retort, that ifthe genuineness of 

a book may be proved by tradition, we ought as much to argue against 

the authenticity of a work, from having proved the general belief of its 

enuineness to be founded on error, as if the author had said, I am the 
author of this book. This we shall, in the sequel, prove to be the case 
with the books of the Old Testament. ‘The addition of an express de- 
claration of Moses would add no authenticity to the Pentateuch, since 
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it is as easy to forge a work where the author speaks in the first as in 
the third person. 

Your next remark is concerning miracles. I have already observed, 
that no testimony can give them belief. You maintain, that the degree 
and kind of evidence for the prodigies recorded in the Bible exceeds that 
for any other wonders. How this happens I am unable to comprehend. 
I know they are contained in a book composed by the priests of the most 
credulous and ignorant nation that perhaps ever existed; and the author- 
ity of these unknown and obscure persons, is all the evidence we have 
for crediting their stories. An English Bishop tells his countrymen, that 
the miracle of the sun standing still is better supported than the prodi- 
gies of Abbe Paris, Mesmer, and the late Labre at Rome, than the nu- 
merous Indian, Chinese, and Popish miracles, of which a greater part 
are attested by magistrates, divines, physicians, and the most enlightened 
classes of suciety ; while the wonderful repast of the angels with Abra- 
ham, or the marvellous tale of Jonah’s three days’ residence in the belly 
of a fish, depends upon the authority of a book which we shall prove to 
be spurious, to have been lost for several ages, and to be compiled, if not 
altogether composed, by some Jewish scribes, who were, as they them- 
selves acknowledge, the only men versed in the scriptures of the nation. 
I thought you would have known sacred history better than at the pres- 
ent day to make such unsupported assertions, Have you forgotten the 
wonders of the magicians of Pharoah? Do you not recollect the express 
acknowledgment of Moses himself, that there may be miracles and pro- 
phecies performed by men who adored not the Lord Jehovah? Does he 
not say, in chap. xiii. of Deuteronomy, “If there arise among you a 
prophet, of a dreamer or dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, and 
the sign or the wonder come to pass whereof he spake unto thee, saying, 
Let us go after other gods, &c.—that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, 
shall be put to death, because he hath spoken to you to turn away from the 
Lord your God.” It is not because he is a false prophet, but because he 
is not a prophet of Jehovah. Does not this at once show the grossness 
of the conceptions of the Jews, and the sophistical mode of arguing of 
their legislator? For I would ask, How did Moses prove himself the or- 
acle of God? Or how did Jesus Christ shew himself the Son of God, 
but by their pretended miracles? Why then believe the testimony of a 
miracle in one instance, and not inanother? But the Jews certainly im- 
agined, that there were several gods, and that they quarrelled with each 
other, as kings are used to do; therefore it was natural that cue set of 
prophets should try to exterminate another, and be as inveteraie against 
them as the Lord Jehovah was against Baal, or other rival gods. ‘Tf the 
reader imagines I speak at random when I say, the Jews believed in oth- 
er gods, I refer him to Judges, chap. xi. ver. 23, 24, where it is said, 
** So now the Lord God of Israel hath dispossessed the Amorites from 
before his people Israel, and shouldst thou not possess it? Wilt thou 
not possess that which Chemosh thy God giveth thee to possess. So 
whomsoever the Lord our God shall drive out from before us, them will 
we posses.” There cannot be a fairer parallel. 

I can hardly imagine a Bishop ignorant of the augurs, oracles, and sy- 
bils of the Greeks and Romans, and of the implicit belief these nations 
had in them; the truth of their prophecies was fully as well established as 
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the prophecies of the Jews. Neither were miracles uncommon among the 
heathens. You have, no doubt, read St. Ambrose and Origen, and found 
in the works of these and other fathers, that the only difference between the 
miracles of the Christians and infidels, was, that the former were ope- 
rated by God, and the latter by the devil; and could I be satisfied that Satan 
took up Jesus Christ to the top of that high mountain, (now unknown to 
geographers) from whose pinnacle all the world could be seen, this would 
surprise me as much asto see Jesus Christ, or any other wonder-worker, 
bringing a dead man to life. I am ashamed to have inveighed so long 
against silly prejudices; but I could not avoid calling upon your Lord- 
ship, to point out the difference between gospel-miracles and the ridicu- 
Jous tales believed in all dark ages, and of which we find so copious 
collections in the works of the first fathers. The axiom of philosophers, 
that no human testimony can establish the credibility of miracles, you 
have left unanswered. You say it has been confuted an hundred times : 
had you given the confutation of it, we would have been able to ascertain 
the truth of your assertion. You are writing for the multitude, and being 
a dignitary of the church, ought to furnish the people with arms to op- 
pose reason. Perhaps the unsuccessful attempt of Dr. Campbell has 
deterred you from at least recapitulating the principal answers to this 
proposition. Till you ean prove that the great mass of mankind are not 
very fallible and easily deceived by an impostor, or that they are dispos- 
ed and capable to examine the truth of the reports spread about prodi- 
gies, you will never be able to persuade men of sense, that events impos- 
sible are to be believed upon the testimony of those who not only are, 
but have constantly been, the slaves of credulity in all countries. 

You then shew, that Mr. Paine’s objections to the genuineness are not 
new. This is true; and I am surprised you have quoted so few support- 
ers of his opinions. Your attempt to prove the genuineness of the Pen- 
tateuch, by direct evidence, is ridiculous. What! Maimonides, ten cen- 
turies after the destruction of the Jews, a Jew himself, and writihg at a 
periad so remote from the supposed date of the books of the Old 'Testa- 
ment, is, by Dr. Watson, called a direct evidence of the genuineness of 
the Pentateuch. Juvenal, a poet, who in more than one place ridicules 
the credulity of the Jews, says, that they believe in Moses—so do the 
Europeans allow that the Indians believe in Brama.—We question not 
the general traditions of the Jews, but the credit they deserve ; and I shall 
next proceed to shew, that the books of the Pentateuch are spurious, and 
undeserving of credit. ‘The name of Moses and the Jews were unknown 
to the famous Pheenician historian, Sanchoniata, of whom Eusubius has 
preserved us some extracts; he has never mentioned a word about this 
famous legislator ; had he done so, Eusebius was too strenuous an advo- 
eate for Christianity not to have recorded it. The books of the Jews 
were concealed from all the world before the famous Greek translation 
made at the instance of Ptolemy Philadelphus. Josephus himself ac- 
knowledges, that no heathen knew the Jewish books, which he endeav- 
ours to explain, by some miraculous interference of God to keep them 
from the impious. It is evident, that the insignificance and ignorance 
of the Jews were sufficient to screen them for a long time from the search 
of philosophers. Upon the early history of the Jewish nation, however, 
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we have the testimony of several of the ancient writers. Manetho, and 
Cheremon, Egyptian historians, give the most unfavourable account of 
this nation. Lisimachus does not favonr them any more; and, although 
he differs about the name of the king who expelled them from Egypt, 
yet he agrees in calling them a set of men infected with leprosy, and the 
meanest of the subjects of the king of Egypt. Diodorus Siculus is as 
hard upon these wretched Jews. In short, the opinion of their being the 
vilest and most ignorant of men, has prevailed among all antiquity. All 
the writers about them agree in stating that they never produced any 
work in science ; indeed, that they never improved any branch of useful 
knowledge. Many of these authors mention Moses as a priest of Heli- 
opolis, who led them out of Egypt, and gave them a religion. Diodorus 
Siculus informs us, that the God of Moses was Jau, or Jahouh, which 
is the true pronunciation of Jehovah; and Plutarch (de Iside) says, 
that the Thebans adored this God, and had not images in their tem- 
ples, because Jau signified the general principle of life, the soul of the 
world. 

Strabo, in his Geography, book 16, informs us, that Moses, who was 
an Egyptian priest, taught his followers to worship the God Jahouh, 
without representing it by emblems. This was the God of the Thebans, 
the soul of the world. ‘The Jews have even preserved the name of T'sour, 
or giver of forms, and commonly translated by the word creator in chap. 
xxxil. of Deuteronomy. Herodotus affirms, that the Jews or Syrians of 
Palestine borrowed circumcision from the Egyptians. Diodorus says 
the same ; and even Philo and Josephus do not deny it. A great many 
other rites were copied by the Jews from this nation. It is, therefore, of 
of great consequence to ascertain the age in which the Jewish books 
were written ; for if we can prove that all the fundamental points of their 
religion were copied from their masters the Egyptians, or borrowed from 
the Babylonians during the captivities, then the reader will judge of the 
truth of the clerical opinion, that a handful of hordes were the favourite 
people of God; that a set of ignorant and credulous vagabonds taught 
science to the Chinese, Indians, and Egyptians, and preserved nothing 
among themselves but some ridiculous accounts of their origin, and a 
collection of absurd prodigies. If we succeed in pointing out from what 
sources Jewish mythology is derived, there will be but little difficulty in 
unravelling the principle fables contained in the Pentateuch and other 
Jewish books. We are pretty well acquainted with the allegories of the 
heathen mythologies. best. 193 
Extract of Letter from Richard Carlisle, London, to a friend in New- 

York, dated 

August 8th, 1823. 

Let no man dare to call me impious or wicked: or if he so dares, let 
him come before me and explain in what my wickedness and impiety 
consists. I will reason with him upon all the words he can use, and 
convince him that it is he, not me, who is in error as to this matter of 
piety or impiety. I will convince him that I respect what I conceive to 
be the Almighty Power much more than he does: I will convinee him, 
that without the slightest pretentions to any religion, | am much more ef 
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a moral man than he can be, so long as he follows any thing called 
religion. 

The priests are the licentious, the immoral part of mankind; and it 
is with them that immorality has its source. They are the same all 
the world over, whether called Popes, or Bishops, Monks, Friars, or 
Jesuits, Orthodox or Hetherdox, Pagan, Jew or Christian: their’s is a 
trade by which industry is taxed for the maintainance of idleness. To 
keep up this trade all kinds of illusions and delusions are practised and 
supported ; the lowest depth of ignorance is called the climax of re- 
gious virtue; and hence the source of all immorality; for none is dis- 
countenanced so as it profits or does not injure the condition of the 
priests. ‘There may be distinctions, but there is no real difference in 
the trade of all the priests that ever lived. ‘They work or rob in the 
name of their God, and you are compelled to deliver your property to 
them upon the same principle of bodily fear as you would deliver it to 
the highwayman. If you hesitate, you are threatened with the ven} 
geance of their God, or their laws, which is the same as with the high- 
wayman: if you do not deliver on demand, he will resort to force, or 
excite fears by threats of destruction. 

So powerful is the principle of persecution among all religionists, 
that the first settlers in America, who fled from the religious persecu- 
tions then going on in this country, were no sooner formed into small 
communities, than they began to persecute each other with the most 
blood-thirsty virulence ; as a proof of which, I refer you to what were 
called the Blue Laws of Connecticut. By these it was death to be a 
Quaker, and some Quakers were actually hanged for no other offence 
than that of their opinions as Quakers. 

It strikes my imagination, that, with all your boasted independence, 
your liberty, your Republicanism, there is much of the spirit of the Blue 
Laws of Connecticut to be found among you at this day; and so long 
as any spirit of this kind does remain among you, your Republicanism 
isafarce. This is a matter that wholly results from education, and 
an evil that can only be got rid of by proper instruction, by the force of 
knowledge, and a proper education of the rising generation. If ever I 
am banished from this den of priestcraft, 1 shall come among you and 
see what you really are, for I have no satisfactory conception of the real 
character of the people of the United States. If I am rightly informed, 
the mass of the people, from ignoranee, from religion, from bad educa- 
tion, and bad habits, know nothing about morality, nor any other self- 
moral regulation than the laws impose upon them ; that is, they are no 
further honest in the aggregate than their fears lead ‘them. Do not mis- 
take me as writing under national prejudice. I am passed that ridicu- 
lous state of mind ; and a moral man and an immoral man is the same 
in my eye, of whatever clime or color he may be. I see the major part 
of the people of this Island to be exactly of that stamp which I am put- 
ting upon these North Americans, and I attribute the whole to that bad 
education, which their religion has imposed upon them. There is 
nothing open, generous, manly, and hospitable about them: all is 
jealousy of equals in power; insolent and hauteur to inferiors; servility, 
fear and trucling to the favors and smiles of superiors. This always 
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will be the case so long as there is any monarchy and priestcraft over a 
people ; for I am not one of those who think that a people derive habits 
from soil or climate. And if it be said, that you have no monarchy 
with you; I will say, that you are not wholly free from it, and what 
you are less in monarchy, you seem inclined to make up in priestcraft. 

The world derives no other lesson from the United States than the 
mere example as to the form of Government; instead of which you 
ought to be sending printed lessons to all the world, where your or 
other ships go. What have you done to aid the struggling Republicans 
of South America and Mexico? Was there that literary energy in your 
country, of which the neglected and insulted Paine set you an example, 
you would have, long ere this, revolutionized the Canadas, and every 
island in your neighborhood. You would not have left a spot of land 
to be called the colony of your enemies, the monarchs. You have no- 
thing more to fear from Europe, and you have the opportunity, and are 
in duty bound to lend every kind of aid you can for the overthrow of 
monarchy in Europe. Not only in duty bound, but in honesty and in 
wisdom bound to lend us a helping hand. 

To me it appears a very likely circumstance, that our British Gov- 
ernment has spared no pains, no influence, to infest your country with 
priestcraft, for the purpose of destroying that energy which would be 
otherwise found among you as a real Republican people. I have heard 
something of our Consuls turning preachers among you. It fis by re- 
ligion that they rule, distract, and preserve Ireland under their sway, at 
the expense of an immense taxation upon the people of this Island ; and 
it is very likely that we are taxed to pay your priests for degrading 
America, and for destroying the mental and physical energies of her 
people. 

You appear to me to be thoroughly ignorant of the influence of moral 
power and to be completely saturated with the traffic of the priests, and 
the tricks of other traffic. I am convinced that if you had a few power- 
ful moral writers scattered over your States, that your moral power 
would soon become sufficient to revolutionize all in your neighborhood 
that is corrupt, and that can only be cured by revolution, without resort- 
ing to the aid of physical force on your part. Moral power is by far 
the most effectual in its operations, and consistent with every thing that 
we call humanity, or even the law of nations. In fact this moral power 
would cost you nothing as a nation: not one sixpense of tax would it 
impose ; and not only so, but in endeavouring to instruct and strengthen 
your neighbors, you would instruct and strengthen yourselves. J allude 
wholly to the power of knowledge ; to the power of a well managed 
Printing Press. 

Your American News-papers seem to me to be nothing more than 
the shabby imitators of our British papers, as far as I can judge by the 
extracts I see made from them. Ours are guided by one principle ; to 
humour such prejudices as will bring them the greatest number of sub- 
scribers. Instead of taking the lead to instruct the people, they follow 
the kowledge of the people; and the Editors tremble at the thought of 
offending a subscriber, whilst they insult with a vengence all those who 
they think are not their subscribers. 
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I have lately read your book of Constitutions, which has shown me, 
that you have much room for improvement in all your States. They 
are all founded upon that state of knowledge which has been the me- 
dium with our Whigs for the last century, and are very little superior to 
the “ Declaration of Rights’’ presented to the Dutch Conqueror, at what 
our Whigs call the glorious Revolution, which was a mere change of 
bad kings. It revolutionized nothing for the benefit of the people, but 
much to their injury; for, ever since this glorious revolution, taxation 
has been strained to the highest possible point, and the tyranny which 
the Stuarts claimed to exercise by prerogative, and for which claim they 
were expelled, is now made lawful by Acts of Parliament! Ours would 
be the most odious Government in Europe, was it not restrained and 
counteracted by the growing knowledge of the people: thanks to Thomas 
Paine and a few other useful writers. 

All your constitutions set out with the admission that the bulk of the 
English Laws are valid in America, and then specifications are made 
for the rejection of the most odious parts of those laws; instead of 
which they should have renounced the laws of the old tyranny in whole, 
and have begun entirely on a new basis. Moral legislation i is a very 
sitaple business, and it is much easier to begin anew than to modify bad 
laws. Abrogate all existing laws, and begin to make no more than are 
found absolutely necessary té the wants of the people, and you would 
need but very few in America. 
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LECTURE IU, 
DELIVERED AT THE FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION 
On the Origin of Man.—By a Member. 
[Concluded from page 91.] 

it would seem from from all we can learn of the natives of the South 
Sea Islands, that three varieties exist among them. ‘“ Of the numerous 
tribes or nations, some come nearer to one, and some to the other of the 
two varietics, (Caucassian and Negroes.) ‘* While some resemble in 
great degree the Europeans, others approximate to the Negroes, and 
the Malay cast extends to others ; and in these different varieties it must 
be remarked that they are not mixed in with each other, but exist as 
distinct races, each of which frequently occupy some islands alone ; and 
where they reside on the same island, are entirely separate from each 

other.” — Lawrence. 
Whence is it that this happens, if they are not derived from 
a different stock. How has it happened that these numberless islands 
with which the Southern Ocean is studded, have become peopled, if all 
mankind were derived from one stock? If these islands are built up 
and formed from the bottom of the ocean, some at immense distances 
from any land, the inhabitants could only have been formed subse- 
quently ; this also must have been the case, if the recession of the sea 
had left those islands above its surface, and the concurrence of particles 
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to form the human animal must have been more frequent than we 
imagine. 

But others have supposed that these islands are merely the remnants 
of an extended continent, which has been swept away and cut up by 
the continual encroachments of the ocean, or by some sudden violent 
operation of Nature’s laws. ‘This last supposition is altogether hypo- 
thetical, and is supported by no faets whatever ; whereas, by the occa- 
sional appearance of new islands, of which we have many respectable 
attestations, we are induced to believe that this theory is correct with 
respect to some of these islands. From the numberless insects known 
generally under the name of corals, or corolines, which are continually 
at work in building up their rocky habitations im the recesses of the 
ocean, and the animal plants, as the sponges, sea-marigold, polypi, &c. 
which it is difficult to determine whether they belong to the animal or 
vegetable classes, we cannot but conclude that islands are, occasionally, 
and have been produced from these submarine causes. 

The facts and arguments formerly offered to show that the recession 
of the sea has left our higher lands and continents, which were formerly 
covered with water, must confirm us that the same has been the case 
with a great many of these islands, but probably not all of them, as there 
must some of them have been protruded from below the water. But 
supposing the islands to have been once connected into a continent, 
whence has arisen these distinct varieties, if all have been derived from 
one original stock? Climate cannot account for it; if it did, we should 
see some regular gradation in proceeding from the equinoctial line to 
either pole ; but why do we see evident distinctions between those under 
the same clime, and exposed to the same causes of change, if there was 
no influence of a different and distinct origin of the races? and we every 
day see that these accidental changes deriv ed from climate, as well as 
those derived from mode of life and government, are not handed down 
to posterity from the parent. 

Mr. Lawrence, in speaking of the moral and intellectual qualities of 
the different races and varieties, has, I think, placed the darker species 
in too low a degree, and spoken with more severity than facts will jus- 
tify, of their moral qualifications, at least. For whatever we may think 
of the intellectual powers, which are in many things far belind the 
white races, I think they are not quite so far below the prominent whites 
in disposition or good feelmgs. ‘Their remorsless cruelty, barbarity, 
want of natural feelings, immoderate revenge, want of knowledge of 
right and wrong, destitution of religion and ideas of a God, and a future 
state, infernal torments inflicted on captives, which he says, “ fill the 
friend of humanity by turns with pity, indignation, and horror,” will 
hardly suffer by comparison with the cold blooded orders and murders 
of the prophets and agents (so called) of God, deseribed in the Old Tes- 
tament, the sports of the Inquisition, the wars of the crusades, or even 
the treatment of these very savage species, by the civilized whites. Are 
the attempts of American Indians to recover the lost possessions of their 
fathers by extermination, worse than the invasion and massacre of whole 
cities, the ripping up women with child, performed by God’s chosen 
people, or the test act of length of body, for who should die and who 
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should live, made by the man after God's own heart, and applied to his 
prisoners after battle? Or is the dance around a single captive, known 
to be an invader, by a tribe of uncivilized indians who had no knowledge 
of God, worse than the tortures by saws, by harrows, and with axes, 
upon a whole nation of Ammonites, or the more glorious amusements 
of grave inquisitors, some said to be learned among their white brethren, 
in attempting, by the strongest arguments that civilized torture can in- 
vent, to change the convictions and purge the souls of their unfortunate 
fellow mortals, even sometimes of friends and associates, who have 
fallen in their power ? 

What shall we say of ship loads of men, women and children, whose 
only sins were being darker of skin, not knowing so much, and having 
too much confidence, wrenched from their country and kindred, half 
suffocated in the holds of vessels, and carried to a distant land, to drag 
out a wretched existence in torture and in bondage. Verily, verily, this 
part of human nature will not be found to differ much under whatever 
coloured skin it may exist, and the white species have not anything to 
boast of in their feelings and actions towards their fellow mortals. For 
I could still draw out the exhibition of cruelties, by a review of the con- 
quests of Peru and Mexico, and Southern America generally, of the 
war in the Holy Land, and, in fact, in Europe in general. But it be- 
comes too sickening to the feelings, and 1 do not know that it would any 
way improve our morals or humanity by reviewing such scenes. Let 
the oblivion of forgetfulnes pass over such records as the errors of men 


. instigated by the unhallowed motives of rev enge, ambition, and the in- 


trigues of priests. They offer but evidences that where the motive 
power, is the same, although the organization of intellect may modify 
and sometimes mitigate the effects, the result will be the same in man, 
civilized or uncivilized. It is an additional evidence in favor of the 
system of Gall, and showing that the organ of cruelty and murder exists 
among all mankind, and is only to be controlled by the cultivation of 
those other organs which counteract them, by education properly 
directed, which will lead to order, virtue, and the rational use of liberty. 

Notwithstanding the conclusions which Mr. Lawrence has drawn 
from his enquiries, “ that the various races of human beings are only to 
be regarded as varieties of a single species,” I am still led to doubt those 
conclusions, and cannot but think that more than one species exist on 
the globe. He however acknowledges it to.be a matter of doubt whether 
all these varieties were derived from one pair, a male and female. 

‘“* Animals are characterized by fixed and definite external forms, 
which are transmitted and perpetuated by generation,” it is true, and 
“by the reproduction of the same characters, and the aversion to union 
with other species, uniformity is maintained,”’ which a multitude of ages 
has not destroyed. This aversion among animals to cohabit together 
has been taken as a mark of species, though Mr. Lawrence considers it 
as chiefly applicable to wild animals, and may be dependant upon cir- 
cumstances. Naturalists, however, have laid it down as a rule that 
those animals which copulate together, and produce prolific offspring, 
belong to one and the same species, and that those differences which 
offer are merely accidental. But we cannot admit this as applicable to 
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the human species, and even facts among animals prove it not true. 
The goat and ewe copulate with perfect effect. So can also the mule 
and mare as well, likewise many different species of birds, as the canary 
and goldfinch, chaffinch, sparrow, bullfinch, &c., the patridge and 
guinea hen, the pheasant and hen, which are sufficient to show that the 
affair of generation will not afford the criterion. This rule, therefore, 
must be abandoned. 

If the criterion of difference in the molar teeth, between the Asiatic 
and African elephant could induce Blumenbach to consider them of 
different species, the distinctions which exist among the different races 
of men, and independent of accidental circumstances, are sufficient to 
indicate them of different species, and sprung from various stocks. 
These various races, like many other animals, are found in different 
parts of the world, have kept up an uniform difference, do not change 
by change of climate, unless mixed with other races, from which they 
differ in many moral as well as physical attributes. In the new world, 
plants, animals, and men were found different entirely from those seen 
in the old world. 

The North American Indian, although for many hundred years he 
has been familiar with the white man, has scarcely imitated any of his 
arts and accomplishments, or adopted anything from him but his vices, 
and is now almost overwhelmed by the tide of civilization, and it is not 
by mixture of the races, for, comparatively speaking, this has seldom 
happened. This race surely posses distinctive marks sufficient to sepa- 
rate them from the European as well as from the African and Asiatics. 

The red or copper color extends over the whole continent, and is al- 
most confined to it. They are almost entirely destitute of beard, and 
what they have is generally plucked out, and the tall and robust figures 
of some of them prove that that excressence is not always a mark of 
strength, or its absence a sign of weakness, or of degeneracy and in- 
feriority. In countenance, as great variation exists as among European 
nations ; among them may be found the flat heads of the Caribbs, 
whose foreheads are naturally depressed, and the regular features of the 
Peruvians, and inhabitants of other parts of South America. But their 
physical power is generally considered to be less. 





The “ Christian Partyin Politics.”—The combination to establish 
a spiritual despotism in this country, by endeavoring to fill all public 
situations and offices with men noted for their fanaticism and devotion 
to the priesthood, bids fair to be much sooner dissolved than we had an- 
ticipated. The spirited example of the citizens of Utica, an account of 
whose proceedings, relative to the Sunday law, we lately published, has 
been followed by the inhabitants of Auburn, who, we learn by the 
Cayuga Patriot of the 27th ult. held a public meeting at’ the Court 
House, for the express purpose of ‘ opposing religious combinations,” 
which was attended by a greater concourse than had ever probably as- 
sembled together in that county. ** Although,” observes the Editor of 
the Patriot, “‘ many were prevented by their duties in the county Con- 
vention, from attending, the Court House was incapable of holding all 
who pressed for admission, and the meeting was obliged to remove to 
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the large yard in front of the building, which was literally crowded with 
people. We are glad to perceive that the same spirit which annnated 
our fathers to resist a trifling tax on tea, will not now slumber when en- 
croachments are made on the rights of citizens. We have no objection 
to an opposition line of stages, but we do object to combinations for in- 
fluencing the consciences of men by injuring their business. It may be 
considered a trifling evil to injure or break down a seven day line of 
stages ;—but depend on it, should the scheme prove successful, the prin- 
ciple will receive an extended application, till the tradesman, the mer- 
chant, the politician, and all who depend on public patronage, will have 
to adjust their consciences to the “iron bedstead” of their orthodox 
teachers, or have their business and prospects ruined by intolerant re- 
ligious combinations, There will then be but one step farther to the 
stake and the faggot.” 


The following is an official report of the proceedings : 


GREAT MEETING AT AUBURN. 


At a meeting of about one thousand of the citizens of the County of 
Cayuga, held in the court yard, in front of the Court House in Au- 
burn, on Saturday, the 23d day of August, 1828, Henry Polhemus, 
Esq. of Auburn was appointed Chairman, and Barnabas Smith, Esq. 
Secretary. 


The objects of the meeting were stated by the Rev. Mr. Jeffries, of 
Mentz; and the following resolutions unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, an association has been formed by a number of Clergymen 
and others, called the “ General Union, for promoting the observance 
of the Christian Sabbath,” the members of which association are pledg- 
ed to promote such observance, by supporting and encouraging only 
those lines of conveyance by stages, steam-boats, and canal boats whose 
owners do not employ them on the Sabbath : 

Resolved, As the sense of this meeting, that all associations and com- 
binations of men formed to prescribe and dictate to others in what man- 
ner they shall observe and keep the Sabbath, are subversive of the free 
exercise of the rights of conscience. 

Resolved, ‘That the attacks upon the business, interests, and property 
of such of our fellow citizens as decline to observe the Sabbath, in con- 
formity to the prescriptions and dictation of the association above 
named. independently of their moral injustice, ought to be firmly resisted, 
as tending to destroy the peace and harmony of : society. 

Resolved, That it be recommended that all donations in money or other 
prouerty be withheld from those clergymen and religious congregations 
who have become parties to said association. 

And whereas, it has been recommended from the pulpit, and in vari- 
ous publications possessing the confidence of numerous and large eccle- 
siastical bodies ; and, as there is good reason to believe, secretly urged 
by travelling agents, that under the name of a “‘ Christian party in poli- 
ties,”’ there ‘should be formed a party upon the basis of an union in mat- 
ters of religious faith and doctrine, to act in concert on occasions of 
nomination for civil offices, to vote as such at the Polls, and thereby to 
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control elections, and to elevate such men to office as said religious 
party should deem possessed of sufficient religion, piety, and orthodoxy 
to be rulers of the land: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the members of this meeting hereby enter their 
solemn protest against the forming or organizing a religious party in 
politics, because the obvious tendency of such religious party is a con 
nection of Church and State, and the destruction of the liberties of the 
people. 

It was then resolved that the proceedings of this meeting be published 
in the newspapers, and that Archibald Green, W. H. Seward, and Dr. 
Campbell Waldo be a committe to prepare and publish in a pamphlet 
form, and at length, the doings of the same. 

H. POLHEMUS, Chairman. 

B. SMITH, See. 


Some of the most active tools of the “ religious party in politics,” 
perceiving that the plans they had laid to accomplishtheir object, were 
producing a reaction, have recently evinced great anxiety that it should 
be believed they were actuated by the purest motives, and that there ex- 
isted no good reason for charging them with aiming at the subversion of 
public liberty. He must be very short-sighted, or “excessively ignorant, 
{after the numerous declarations that have appeared, and are still appear 
ing in what are called the orthodox papers,) who could for a moment 
doubt the truth of the charge, or give those who are so desirous of evad- 
ing it, credit for their professions of sincerity. If we are to rely on the 
statements appearing in several of our journals, the religio politico party 
have not only avowed their sentiments from the pulpit, “and through the 
press, but they have actually entered into secret associations to effect 
their purpose. Although great caution has been used to prevent the 
proceedings of these Associations from coming before the public, the 
trnth has, at last, transpired, as appears by a communication, published 
in the Christian Advocate and Journal, from which the following is an 
extract :— 


Messrs. Editors,—For some months it has been cautiously rumoured 
in my region of country, that one or more travelling agents have been 
itinerating through the land, calling together the ministers of the gos- 
pel in every city and neighborhood, for the purpose of a secret conclave. 
It has been stated that at these conclaves, a certain secret of vast impor- 
tance, has been entrusted te them under a solemn promise of secrecy 
for a specified time. This is all we common people, the vulgar herd, 
or swinish multitude, could learn of this matter, and not a little curiosity 
has been awakened among us, which, until lately, was not gratified. 

But behold,—already the seeret is on the four winds of heaven, and as 
many of your readcrs may be anxious to learn the true reason of the 
midnight deeds of these modern missionaries, so novel in their character, 
I send you the account of the whole matter, which I humbly conceive to 
be a conspiracy against the people’s rights, that needs all the secrecy 
with which it has been enveloped ; for w leon disclosed, it must be ab- 
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hored by every Jover of civil and religious liberty. For some months 
one or more agents have been travelling through the United States, call- 
ing meetings of the clergy in every place, and after obtaining a promise 
of § secrecy, entrusting them with the following propositions, as nearly as 
can be communicated by my imperfect, though authentic information :— 

Ist. Leta ‘‘ Central Society” be established, say at Boston, New- 
York, or Philadelphia, of a character both political and religious. 
The objects of this society are to raise a fund to be expended in print- 
ing books of all kinds, approved as orthodox, newspapers, &c. &c. 

2. Let a press be established in every city and county in the United 
States, auxiliary to, and dependent on the Central Society. By these 
means a tremendous engine may be brought to bear on the whole coun- 
try ; for the books can be printed so cheap as to ruin all the book es- 
tablishments in the nation, and the newspapers, as well as the orthodox 
books may ‘‘ be rendered so abundant as to force all others out of cir- 
eulation.” 

3. The effect of these multiplied presses, and the monopoly they 
would occasion in politics and religion, being devoted to both subjects, 
are intended to establish and discipline a ‘ Christian party in polities,” 
which, in a few years, would bring “ millions of electors into the field,” 
whose characters “ are formed’ by the universal dominion of this 
** Central Society.” 

After submitting this sweeping proposition, the travelling agent mod- 
estly solicits pecuniary contributions from the reverend clergy assembled , 
to be employed in paying his travelling expenses. This game has been 
played in the east, north, and west, and probably at this moment the 
south is marshalling under the same religious and political conspiracy. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE PIONEER. 








“ Godliness is great gain.” 


That there has been great gain in the profession of godliness, the 
world has conclusive evidence, in the mercinary conduct of the self- 
styled servants of Deity, the reverend clergy, the hireling ministers, the 
religious impostors, and the sacred hiearchy, of every grade, age and 
country, from the Jewish Rabbi or high priest, the Grand Lama of 
Thibet, the Magi of Persia, Mahomet of Arabia, the Archimanarite of 
Russia, the Roman Pontiff, emphatically called by protestants the 
scarlet wh—e of Babylon,) the Lord’s annointed of England, (with the 
modest title of ‘‘ defender of the faith, and of the church of God, on 
earth the supreme head,”) the arch-bishops, bishops, arch-deacons, and 
other “ fathers in God,” who have always exercised a spiritual despo- 
tism, by which they have ground the faces of the poor, and beeu enabled 
to live in splendid palaces, enjoy the luxuries of the earth, ride in 
chariots, and display themselves in public processions resembling mili- 
tary exhibitions, down to the worthless and most contemptible of holy 
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plunderers, the filthy, naked, half-starved monks, who never washed 
their persons or cut their finger nails, and who, overrun with vermin, 
crawled into caves and dens like wild beasts, which they rssembled in 
brutal ferocity. ‘To these heaven-minded worthies may be added the in- 
spired Jemima Wilkinson, Joanna Southcoate, and even the African 
Mumbo Jumbo, who, in the character of a supernatural being, and by 
right divine, with a tiora or mitre made in imitation of a large bed bug, 
employed himself in the pious work of frightening and whipping the unre- 
sisting and timid women—and last of all, the very disinterested and be- 
nevolent “ bodies without souls,” the missionary, Sunday school union, 
bible, tract, and evangelizing Jew societies, that infest the land, and like 
the frogs and lice of Egypt, are found every where, and in the mess of 
every body, demanding contributions to the Lord’s treasury; for which 
every clean and unclean thing—whiskey, potatoes, hogs, cocoanut oil, 
yams, rags, old shoes, and bibs, aprons, caps and cl—ts for babies, are 
acceptable, and, as they can be turned into MONEY, are seized with an 
eagerness and rapacity indicative of the most avaricious and grovelling 
motives. The amount is enormous which under the mask of religion and 
a pretended concern for the good of souis, is wrested by cunning priests 
and their bigoted tools, from the hard earnings of the labourer, and 
wheedled from unsuspecting children, who, in exchange for their candy 
and ginger-bread money, are promised treasure in heaven. 

It should be borne in mind, that the sweat alone of the industrious, 
supports themselves and the swarms of clerical idlers and vagabonds that 
prowl about the country; and that at the cost of the laborer, are built the 
gorgeous temples, palaces, theatres, churches, and chappels, and are paid 
the extravagant salaries, amounting in some instances to nearly one 
thousand dollars to an individual of the debauched, indolent, gormandi- 
zing, arrogant, rapacious, intolerant, despotic and liberty-hating priests, 
who do not conceal their contempt for the wretches whom they ride most 
uomercifully. 

A bold, systematic attempt has been commenced, and will be preserv- 
ed in, with fanatical obstinacy. to force the government of the United 
States under the domination of the gloomy, bigoted followers of John 
Calvin, that ruffian-hearted, cold-blooded murderer, whose merciful re- 
ligion required the sacrifice of Servetus, (and that his tortures might be 
prolonged, for the gratification of the orthodor, he was slowly burnt to 
death by a fire intentionly made of green fageots,) and whose savage in- 
tolerance flogged, cropped and hanged the feeble, timid Quakers, one of 
whom, a woman, was stripped naked in Boston, and sanctioned the hor- 
rible executions for witchcraft in the town of Salem. 

The grand object of the Presbyterian leaders is openly avowed, the 
having a “ christian party ” in politics, their deacons and elders to become 
national rulers, by whom every other sect is to be trodden into the dust, 
whether they have or have not been their dupes, and assisted in their ele- 
vation, and finally enforce, as the universal creed of this country, the 
consoling doctrines of original sin, predestination and eternal damnation 
—except for robbers and cut-throats, who, aided by the faithful, may 
prayerfully ascend to heaven from the gallows. 
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Look, reader, at these truths: conclude that God requires no parson 
between him and thee ; resolve to be free from clerical tyranny, and as the 
most safe and justifiable course, withho!d all donations, even to a far- 
thing, from the “ wolves in sheep’s clothing.”” The sums saved can as- 
suredly be more beneficially applied to the instruction of your children 
in morality, common honesty, and modern scientific knowledge, which 
will be valuable through life, and be the best security for their liberty and 
natural rights. 
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